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 A regular part of our morning this year involves crossing off yesterday on our calendar, which the kids 
take turns doing. I ask the kids what day it is, what month, the day of the month, and the year, then write this 
on the board. Sometimes the answers are immediate, sometimes we have to think about it, and sometimes 
we’re able to use the calendar to help. In any case, the entire event takes less than three minutes. There are 
occasional questions, like when the month ends, what comes next, etc., but it’s a small event and we quickly 
move on. 
 The first word the kids learned to spell was “day.” 
 Next year, I plan to add a weather piece to this moment, but somewhere outside, perhaps along our 
walk to Moose Crossing. I will get a traditional outdoor thermometer, and maybe one for inside, and we’ll 
create a book. We’ll wrap it in plastic and store it somewhere outside so that it’s like a secret. Each day, I’ll 
have the kids read the temperature and give a one-word description of the weather, i.e. rainy, cloudy, sunny. 
I might also have them choose a one-word description for how they feel, i.e. warm, cold, neutral. The 
younger kids can read the thermometer and give answers. The older kids can write the answers and keep our 
log. We can take turns unwrapping the book from its plastic, like a gift. 
 Like the calendar, our practice will merely be to observe and record. We might ask ourselves what we 
observed yesterday, or last week, and our memories will be tested. We’ll encounter a few questions here and 
there, but I do not expect it to expand much beyond this. 
 In a couple years, however, when we feel appropriately ready, I would like to take this data and start 
graphing our records. We can start this on paper, then move to Excel when appropriate. The process starts 
with a simple moment, our direct experience. As we take that experience into data processing and graphing, 
we learn how to use the computer, to read charts, and see the temperature throughout the year as a curve. 
We can compare this to how it felt. We learn about science. We learn about data. We learn about errors and 
corrections, and some of the weaknesses in our method. 
 At some point, someone might ask how the liquid inside the thermometer goes up and down. We’ll 
talk about expansion and contraction of materials, and perhaps devise an experiment with ice to test our 
knowledge. We might investigate how a digital thermometer works. We might even ask ourselves what 
temperature is. Is it heat? Is it cold? Is it something else entirely? 
 None of these points are critical. Maybe it will proceed in another way. But it’s the process, and our 
own direct inquiry, that will lead us. For now, it can start with something as simple as a two-minute stop on 
our morning walk. Nothing more. This is an example of how experience will lead our curriculum. 


